M inimally invasive laparoscopic surgery has gained popularity and has become the standard method for approaching various surgical procedures. (10) However, its use for the treatment of gastric cancer (GC) has always cast doubts on the possibility of properly performing the complex lymphadenectomy involved in these procedures.
large international studies is essential to be updated with the latest evidence. If we do not have prospective randomized data, the critical analysis of our own results with the publication of case series is fundamental for the quality control of the technique and to verify if its generalization is possible in our country. (6) This year the Brazilian Gastric Cancer Association celebrated its 20 th anniversary. To celebrate this date, a commemorative day was held in Porto Alegre, Brazil, in August, when we had the opportunity to discuss these new studies. If in 2016 we did not have the best scientific evidence to make the transition to the minimally invasive approach, recent data released today supports our initial impression. Thus, considering that most tumors in our country are still distal, we believe that increasingly minimally invasive surgery will become the standard in the surgical treatment of GC.
